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Mr. Kobik’s Corner 

Our school year is moving along!  February is 

drawing to a close and Spring is not far away.   

I have always found February as a time to 

look ahead.  Thoughts of Spring begin to swirl 

among the late Winter breeze and the sun 

feels just a little warmer. Perhaps, this year I 

am taking more notice to the sun and every 

degree of warmth as it appears that Covid – 19 

numbers are dropping so that we can see on 

the horizon a forecast for a return to more nor-

mal operations as a school and community. 

While the school year is rapidly moving by, 

we need to take note that even with the pan-

demic – related challenges that we, as a school 

community have confronted this year, our 

children are still learning. Overcoming the 

hurdles of Covid – 19 have been, at times dif-

ficult but we have joined together as a com-

munity to ensure that we could provide the 

best possible education and a physically and 

emotionally safe learning environment for our 

children. Relationships are really what it is all 

about and while our school’s staff continues to 

make a dedicated effort towards building posi-

tive and productive relationships with our stu-

dents, it is important for parents to remember 

the importance of their relationship with their 

own children. It is my hope that while the cy-

cle of Covid – 19 resulted in limiting our 

movement, that you had time set aside for 

spending quality time with your child.  As the 

years rapidly pass and the challenges of ado-

lescence enter the home, it is the relationship 

that is forged now that will help both parents 

and children to overcome obstacles.  In this 

edition of the Janvier Journal you will 

notice articles from our Related Arts 

Teachers that tell of some creative activi-

ties that provide the opportunity for par-

ents to be involved with their children. 

You will also find articles in this edition 

that tell of creative, interactive, and aca-

demic activities that are occurring in 

grade – level classrooms and information 

from the Nurse’s Office. Certainly, Mary 

F. Janvier Elementary continues to be a 

vibrant place filled with the excitement 

of learning!  I hope that you enjoy this 

edition of the Janvier Journal and, as al-

ways, your support of our school is ap-

preciated. 
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I hope the students have been having a 
wonderful time reading about snow, and 
the cold winter months in Google Class-
room for their Library classes.   I also 
hope you have enjoyed the stories and 
use their Library time as an opportunity 
to connect with your child through read-
ing.  I love seeing their writing each 
week in Google Classroom!  Please con-
tinue to reinforce the basic parts of a 
book with your child as you read books 
together.  Students should be able to lo-
cate the title, author, illustrator, spine, 
and call number, as well as determine 
whether their book is non-fiction (real) or 
fiction (fake).  Also, take a moment at the 

“Snow Better Time To Read” in The  
Library 

end of every few pages to discuss the 
characters, setting and plot of the story 
together.  I am amazed at how much 
students have already learned, and I 
look forward to seeing what they can 
accomplish in 2021! Happy Reading! 

 

In Music Class, our Janvier Jackrab-
bits are studying Jazz!  We are learn-
ing the definitions of syncopation, 
the blues, scat singing, and improvi-
sation.  We are also listening to the 
music of Ella Fitzgerald, Louis Arm-
strong, and Duke Ellington.  Thank 
you to all our Janvier Jackrabbits 
who continue to do an amazing job 
with their Virtual Music 
Class!!  Way to go!  

  

What’s Happening In  Music Class 

Notes From The Nurse’s Office 

Wow, it’s February already!  The school 
year is flying.  I did want to give a huge 
shout out to all of the students’ parents 
and guardians for all the diligent work 
you have done this year.  I have received 
so many phone calls about keeping your 
child home in an abundance of caution.  
That strategy has really worked because 
our Covid numbers are low and each day 
we have fewer children on quarantine.  
Speaking of Covid, we have just moved 
to the yellow zone. With this move, it 
shortens some of the quarantine times but 
certainly it is not time to let our foot off 

the pedal. Please continue to keep your 
sick child at home and call me to dis-
cuss your child’s symptoms.   Again, 
everyone has done a remarkable job 
including the children.  I would have 
never imagined our Kindergartners 
wearing masks and keeping them on, 
so they have far exceeded my expecta-
tions. I can’t wait for the day when so-
cial distancing and masks are not a re-
quirement of everyday life and not eve-
ry conversation has the word “Covid” 
in it.  

Kindergarten registration is now on 
the district website.  On the homep-
age, click on “Kindergarten Enroll-
ment” to start the process.  Please 
know that my piece of the registra-
tion process is the Physical and Im-
munizations.  These are required 
and must be completed at the time 
of enrollment.  If you have a child 
starting Kindergarten in the Fall, 
please look at the website and get 
your paperwork in order.  
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Ms. Taub has been working hard to 
get handmade watercolors to each 
of our Janvier Jackrabbits! As 
young artists, it is integral that our 
students get the chance to mix their 
primary colors to make second-
ary colors. Some of the artwork 
our students have been creating at 
home really shows that they are 
practicing these important skills! 
Most recently, students painted 
gumball machines, chameleons 
and “happy heart art.” This week, 
students are exploring color fami-
lies and how they are related to 
each other by making sculptures 

out of objects from around the 
house. Ms. Taub misses making 
messes in her classroom, but knows 
that the mess making at home is 
helping our students grow into some 
amazing young artists! 

Using Primary Colors In Art Class 

Computer Literacy 

Our students are continuing to do a 
tremendous job in Computer Liter-
acy!  Our focus continues to be on 
integrating Literacy and Science 
into our learning using online re-
search tools and various Google 
Apps.  In 1st and 2nd Grade, we 
are learning about life cycles.  Stu-
dents created various Google Docs 
and a Google Slides presenta-
tion.  Our Kindergarteners have 
been typing two sentences in 
Google Docs using high frequency 

words from their ELA curricu-
lum.  If you ever need assistance, 
please reach out via Google Class-
room or email.  Keep up the great 
work boys and girls! 

February is Heart Health Month and it 
is very important to remember to get 
in 30-60 minutes of exercise everyday 
as well as eating a nutritionally bal-
anced diet!  We have discussed a few 
ways to stay active during the Winter 
months and our students have been 
doing an awesome  job of staying fit 
through our weekly exercise videos 
and playing in the Winter weather.  
With the warmer weather approaching 
it is even more important to keep up 
with a healthy and active lifestyle.  I 
hope to see you all in the gym soon 
and look forward to all the great activ-
ities we have planned! 
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Happy Dental Health Month! In Mrs. 
Burkhardt and Mrs. Davis’ Kinder-
garten classroom, we have been dis-
cussing good dental hygiene and 
foods/drinks that are good and bad for 
our teeth.  We did an experiment that 
showed us how things we drink affect 
our teeth.  We used eggs to act like 
our teeth.  We placed an egg in water, 
soda and cranberry juice and let them 
sit.  After a while, we took them out, 
discussed our findings and used a 
toothbrush and toothpaste to brush 
them.  Here is what we learned from 

our experiment: 

 Soda and juice stained the 
eggshells and they will also 
stain our teeth. 

 Drinking water is a healthy 
option and it does not cause 
stains to your teeth. 

 Brushing with toothpaste 
can help remove stains from our 
teeth. 

We can protect our teeth by brush-
ing and eating healthy foods/drinks, 
flossing, and going to the dentist 
regularly. 

What’s Happening in 2nd Grade 

1st Grade Studies Black History Month 

Wow! What a year it has been for 2nd 
Graders! It has definitely come with a 
new set of challenges and students 
have risen to the occasion. When 
speaking of overcoming challenges, 
2nd Graders have recently spent the 
last couple of weeks on an English 
Language Arts unit discussing how 
characters learn and grow from obsta-
cles they face in fiction stories. A 
recurring question throughout this 
unit has been, “What can we learn 
when we face problems?” Students 
connected to and deepened their un-
derstanding with fiction stories by 
creating mental images or “movies in 
their mind” about story elements, 
such as characters, setting, problem, 

events, and solution, when answering 
questions and retelling the important 
parts of a story. They have described 
characters using details from the text 
and made text-to-self connections 
when discussing character feelings 
and their responses to challenges. 
Students have really worked hard on 
this unit and we look forward to 
starting a brand new thematic unit 
focusing on Government using non-
fiction stories in the upcoming 
weeks. Please continue to practice 
reading with your child and encour-
age them to make connections, create 
mental images, and retell the im-
portant parts of the story in their own 
words. Happy Reading!

 

The 1st Grade students have been 

celebrating Black History Month 

in their Social Studies lessons for 

the month of February. Students 

learned about important Black 

Americans and their important role 

in American History through dif-

ferent story books, articles, poems, 

and songs. Students also complet-

ed many activities and participated 

in discussions related to Black 

History Month. The children also 

talked about fairness, equality, and 

dedication, which link to their 

Character Education lessons for 

the year.  


